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Masses for all three churches from Saturday 18" April to Sunday 26" April 2026

18 Saturday 1pmIJW First Confession

18 Saturday Vigil 6pmJW Third Sunday of Easter Mary Y

19 Sunday 9am SH Third Sunday of Easter People of the Parish

19 Sunday 1lam SM Third Sunday of Easter Mark & Andrew birthday

22 Wednesday 10am SM Third Wednesday of Eastertide Andrew & Mark Babiarz & Fr
Desmond’s private intentions

23 Thursday 10am JW St George, Martyr November Memorial List

24 Friday 10am SH Third Friday of Eastertide Helen Gallagher

25 Saturday Vigil 6pm JW Fourth Sunday of Easter Marissa Chambers RIP

26 Sunday 9am SH Fourth Sunday of Easter People of the Parish

26 Sunday 1iam SM Fourth Sunday of Easter Dorothy Langton RIP

KEY: SH =St Helen’s Church SM = St Mary’s Church JW = St Joseph the Worker Church
Mass intention request slips are available in church with envelopes and from the parish website.
Please use these slips and add RIP if the person is deceased or email with details. Many thanks.

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions for this week
This week each seven-day Sanctuary Lamp candle will be lit continuously for the following intentions

Church Intention Sponsor

St Joseph the Worker November Memorial List St Jude’s Parish

St Helen’s Pat & Francis Buckley Sally & Philip Burton
St Mary’s Mark & Andrew Birthday Wanda Glen

Sanctuary Lamp intention request slips are available in church with envelopes and from the parish website.
Please use these slips, or email, and add RIP if the person is deceased. Many thanks.

Holy Mass in Polish every Sunday at 4pm in the Church of St. Joseph the Worker, 101 Wingfield Avenue, Worksop,
S80 OSF. Please see www.parafia-mansfield.co.uk for details or contact Fr. Kazimierz Bidzinski on 01623 626470.

Holy Mass Syro-Malabar Rite in St. Joseph the Worker Church. For the current Mass Times, please contact :-

Fr. Jom Mathew Kizhakkarakkattu: The Presbytery of St. Joseph the Worker, 101 Wingfield Avenue, Worksop, S81 OSF. Email

address: Jomkm@csmegb.net or mobile 07888 170451. National website: www.eparchyofgreatbritain.org/

Flame of Love Rosary is held every Wednesday at 6.30pm at St Helen’s Church.

Prayer Group meeting every Thursday following morning mass, in St. Joseph’s Church Hall, Worksop. All welcome.

The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intentions — April — For Priests in Crisis

Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and
that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.

Please email stjudesworksopoldcotes@gmail.com to subscribe to the weekly bulletin. You may unsubscribe by request at any

time.

Please pray for all the elderly, sick and housebound of our Parish, and those named below
Gerard Devenney, Sarah Packer, Pat Buckley, Ray Tuffield, Lynn Babiash, Helen Maggio, Graham Lister, Ray & Chris
Carter, Richard & Sheila Cummins, June Downs, Sally Burton, Barry Oliver, Dr Philip Hobson, Jean Kinnell, Kathleen Lake,
Teresa Warden, Pat Hughes, Josie Thompson, Shaun Kenny, Elsie Robinson, Eddie Humes, Maisie Coney, Phyllis Burtohn,
Alex Carlin, Christina Martin, Mel McCluskie, Pam Little, Robin Clarkson, residents of our Nursing and Care Homes, and
patients in Bassetlaw Hospital. Please email the Parish Office if anyone needs to be added or removed. Thank you.
N.B. In order to comply with GDPR legislation, please ensure that named individuals and/or family members have given
their consent for their names to be published in the bulletin and on our website. Many thanks.

OFFERING - The offering total for last week was £780.69 . The Monthly online collection for March totalled £2699.60. The
next Second Collection is next week for Priest’s Training Fund. Many thanks for all your kindness and generosity.

Please note the change in email addresses at the top of this newsletter.
We would like to wish Fr Desmond a very happy and blessed birthday on Wednesday 22" April.

On Pentecost Sunday there will be an International Mass at St Mary’s Church at 11am. If you wish to hoist your flag and/or
sing in your native language, please let Fr Desmond know.

St Mary’s Church raised £327 and St Joseph the Worker Church raised £110 for Missio through the Red Box collections in 2025.

God reward your generosity in helping our Missionaries and Religious overseas. Any information about Missio’s work can be
obtained from Heidi or info@missio.org.uk

There will be a joint meeting of the Property and Finance committees on 21 April at 6pm at St Helen’s Presbytery.

First Confession will be on Saturday 18" April at 1pm at St Joseph the Worker.

On Saturday 2™ May the Syro-Malabar will be joining us for 6pm Vigil Mass to celebrate the Feast of St Joseph the Worker,
There will be a procession around the church with the statue of St Joseph at 5.55pm.

The Syro-Malabar will also be celebrating on 1°* May with a hoisting of the flag at 6.15pm followed by Holy Mass in Syro-
Malabar Rite and on 3" May Holy Mass at 9.30am in the Syro-Malabar liturgy, followed by a few programmes by their
Catechism student. Any parishioners who would like to join them on either or all of these days would be very welcome.

The March copy of Hallam Bridge is now available on the website. If you would like a printed copy, please let the Parish Office
know.

This year’s Service for Survivors of Abuse will be held on Tuesday 5" May 2026 at 7pm. The service will be held at Holy Spirit
Church, 2 Stonelow Road, Dronfield, S18 2EP.

Marriage Support — if you are just in a rut or for more serious issues — Retrouvaille could be the solution —
www.retrouvaille.org.uk or +44 797 338 0443.

Hallam Lourdes Pilgrimage 2026 - Bookings are now being taken for the Hallam Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 26th June to 2nd July.
The cost is £1010, to include flights from Leeds Bradford to Lourdes, 6 nights’ accommodation, full board and insurance. There
will be a full religious programme led by Bishop Ralph. The theme this year is 'Hail, full of grace'. For bookings see
www.tangney-tours.com/hallam or call 01732 886666. Paper booking forms will be available in parishes within the next two
weeks . For further information call 01302 247910 or 07724 650066 or email lourdesoffice@hallam-diocese.com.

Mary's Meals: We will have a break from collecting foreign/unwanted currency for the next few months. Please save any
donations and the boxes will reappear late summer/early autumn. Continued thanks for your support.

https://designability.org/assistive-solutions/wizzybug/ is a free scheme to support families with a child having a mobility
disability with a follow on to adult. Please use this link to find out more if you are interested.

Dates for Diary —

First Holy Communion 9" May at 11:30am at St Joseph the Worker
Confirmation mass will be on Wednesday 8" July 2026 at 6.30pm.



3rd Sunday of Easter

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth;
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise, alleluia.

COLLECT

May your people exult for ever, O God,

in renewed youthfulness of spirit,

so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption,
we may look forward in confident hope

to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection... Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 2:14, 22-33

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

On the day of Pentecost Peter, standing with the Eleven, lifted up
his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who dwell
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words.
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works
and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst — as
you yourselves know — this Jesus, delivered up according to the
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by
the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of
death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.

‘For David says concerning him,“l saw the Lord always before
me, for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken; therefore
my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will
dwell in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let
your Holy One see corruption. You have made known to me the
paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”

‘Brothers, | may say to you with confidence about the patriarch
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us
to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants
on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the
Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh
see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are
witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he
has poured out this which you yourselves are seeing and hearing.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm16(15):1-2a. 5.7-8.9-10. 11.R. 11a
R: O Lord, you will show me the path of life.

Or Alleluia.

1. Preserve me, O God, for in you | take refuge.
| say to the Lorp, ‘You are my Lord.’
O Lorop, it is you who are my portion and cup;
you yourself who secure my lot. R.

2. 1 will bless the Lorp who gives me counsel,
who even at night directs my heart.
| keep the Lorp before me always;
with him at my right hand, | shall not be moved. R.

3. And so, my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;
even my flesh shall rest in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
nor let your holy one see corruption. R.

4. You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand, bliss for ever. R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:17-21

A reading from the first letter of St Peter.

Beloved: If you call on him as Father who judges impartially
according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear
throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed
from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He
was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made
manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are
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believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be o God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL cf. Luke 24:32
R: Alleluia, alleluia.

Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us;

make our hearts burn within us when you speak to us.
R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

On the first day of the week, two of the disciples of Jesus were
going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing
together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their
eyes were kept from recognising him. And he said to them, ‘What
is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you
walk?’ And they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named
Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have happened there in these
days?’ And he said to them, ‘What things?’ And they said to him,
‘Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty
in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our
chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to
death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this it is now the third day since
these things happened. Moreover, some women of our company
amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, and when
they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had
even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said, but him they did not see.’ And he said to them,
‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer
these things and enter into his glory?’ And beginning with Moses
and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures
the things concerning himself.

So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He
acted as if he were going farther, but they urged him strongly, saying,
‘Stay with us, for it is towards evening and the day is now far spent.’
So he went in to stay with them. When he was at table with them, he
took the bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to them. And
their eyes were opened, and they recognised him. And he vanished
from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn
within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to
us the Scriptures?’ And they rose that same hour and returned to
Jerusalem. And they found the Eleven and those who were with
them gathered together, saying, The Lord has risen indeed, and has
appeared to Simon! Then they told what had happened on the road,
and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Receive, O Lord, we pray,

these offerings of your exultant Church,

and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring

may bear fruit in perpetual happiness... Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The disciples recognised the Lord Jesus
in the breaking of the bread, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Look with kindness upon your people, O Lord,

and grant, we pray,

that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh

the incorruptible glory of the resurrection... Amen.
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3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sunday 4% MesSage

THE WORD

The journey of two disciples to Emmaus is one of the treasures of Luke's Gospel. It's a perfect
short story of a walk along the road from Jerusalem to a village called Emmaus.

It would probably have taken about two hours to cover the seven-mile trip. It seems that the
pair cannot wait to get away from Jerusalem and, as soon as the Sabbath ends, they hit the
road. The previous days had brought them on a roller coaster of emotions: from the high of the
Passover to the shocking arrest and execution of Jesus.

As they walk along, a stranger joins them. Noticing their downcast faces, he asks them what's
wrong. And they tell him everything. Jesus of Nazareth whom they regarded as a prophet of
God had let them down. He had been executed. Stranger still, a rumour was circulating that his
grave had been found empty and that he had been raised from the dead.

The stranger's reaction must have surprised them. He begins by telling them that they had
failed to understand what was happening. They thought the Messiah would be a military leader
but scripture clearly showed that the Messiah would suffer “and so enter into his glory”. As
they continue their journey, the stranger gives them a crash course on the Bible.

Hearing his words, something in the pair begins to change. They can now see what Jesus'
passion was all about. Everything is falling into place. They have more to learn but they have
reached their destination, and so they persuade the stranger to join them for a meal. Then the
stranger does something they had seen Jesus do in the past: he takes the bread, prays over
it and gives it to them. The penny drops. Their companion on the road is Jesus himself but he
disappears as mysteriously as he had joined them. Inmediately, they rush back to Jerusalem.
There they find the community they had left that morning, bewildered and lost, now full of
confidence that Jesus has indeed risen. They tell their story of how they had met him on the
road.

The walk to Emmaus might have taken two hours. But in another sense, the journey to Emmaus
probably took many years in that it took the bewildered disciples who had witnessed Jesus'
death a long time to put it all together, to make sense both of the story of his stay among them
and of how all that happened was part of God's plan as revealed in the Old Testament. Many
years too to discover how in the broken bread of the Eucharist, Jesus continued to be present
for and with them. m

PRAY

SAY

Say this prayer based on'today's
Gospel: “Stay with us, Lord
Jesus, as evening falls. Be our
companion on our way. In your
mercy inflame our hearts and

Pray for all those crushed by hopelessness or
despair, that they may know that God is with
them.

The Emmaus story shows that we meet the
risen Christ in many different ways —in the
scriptures, in the Eucharist, in the offer of
hospitality to the stranger. All we need are eyes
to see.

raise our hopes, so that, in union
with all our brothers and sisters,
we may recognise you in the
scriptures and in the breaking of
bread.”

(Evening Prayer, Monday Week 4)

Think about your faith journey. In what ways
has your faith changed over the years?

Year A -19 April 2026 - Psalter Week 3

REFLECT

aith is a journey. Czech theologian
F Fr Tomas Halik says Jesus did not

come to offer us a doctrine —a set
of beliefs — but rather a life-long journey
towards the total transformation of
every aspect of our lives, including all our
relationships — to ourselves, to others,
to society, to nature and to God. It's no
surprise, he says, that the early Christians
were known as the Community of the Way.

The nature of a journey is that it's never
static. A mature faith requires constant
growth. Hopefully, our faith today is more
mature than when we were young. Halik
says that even critical questions, doubts
and crises of faith can be a valuable
stimulus on this faith journey. We know
we don't have it all figured out, that we'll
never have it all figured out. To think

we have all the answers is to become
fundamentalist, intolerant, triumphalist,
closed off from dialogue and encounter,
closed off from the God of surprises.
Cardinal Newman said that to live is to
change and to be perfect is to have
changed often. To keep maturing in the
faith is a life-long journey.

A word Pope Francis uses in his letter
on family life, Amoris laetitia (The Joy of
Love), is ‘gradualism’. We are a work in
progress, he says. Families are a work

in progress. No family drops down from
heaven perfectly formed; “families need
constantly to grow and mature in the
ability to love... All of us are called to keep
striving towards something greater than
ourselves and our families, and every
family must feel this constant impulse.”

We must always aim at being better
disciples of Jesus. To grow all the time —
in holiness, patience, compassion, love.
The pilgrim journey towards perfection
is something we won't realise this side
of the grave, but which we must keep
striving towards.

There is an echo of this in the preamble
to the United States Constitution

when it talks about forming a ‘more
perfect union’. It's an acknowledgement
that there is still work to do to form a
perfect union, a distance to go before

it occurs, that it will never fully happen.
Gradualism describes our day-by-day
journey towards perfection, towards
transformation, towards God. Just as the
two disciples grew in knowledge of God
on their journey to Emmaus, we seek to
grow ever closer to God on our journey
through life. B



